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Get started with Project-Based Learning 

Project-based learning emphasizes long-term, multidisciplinary assignments and 
activities that are student centered and focus on real-world problems and issues. 
The teacher serves more as a facilitator and assigns students tasks that need to be 
solved by conducting independent or group research. 

As a result, a project-based learning curriculum does the following: 

Addresses real-life issues     A key to successful project-based learning is to 
assign projects that connect to real-life scenarios or topics relevant to the 
student. As a result, students tend to be more engaged and motivated as 
they approach and solve tasks that they can relate to. 

Stresses problem-solving skills     Students are presented with a question or 
problem and are then asked to analyze, synthesize, comprehend, and 
evaluate it. Some of the skills picked up through project-based learning 
include collaboration, leadership, and problem-solving. 

Has the teacher serve as facilitator     Rather than being the Sage on the 
Stage with all the right answers, the teacher is the Guide on the Side helping 
students come up with their own right answers. Instead of dictating, the 
teacher guides students to develop their own questions and research 
strategies to facilitate learning. 

Lets students self-assess progress     As they work to solve the question or 
problem, students assess themselves based on a rubric established by the 
teacher that outlines the expectations and criteria for the final product. As a 
result, students are rarely surprised at the grades that are assigned to them. 

For example, take the time-honored student assignment of writing a state report. 
Traditionally, the teacher assigns each student a state, hands out a list of topics that 
need to be covered in the report, and provides an example of what the paper should 
look like — a paper that earned an A in a previous year. With an assignment like this, 
plagiarism can be an issue because students often just copy information from an 
encyclopedia or from Web sites. And students are graded on how well they followed 
directions! 
However, a teacher who uses project-based learning might approach this task from a 
different angle. The teacher might ask students to research and find what they 
believe to be the most livable state in the United States. The students will need to 
defend their choices with real-world examples and statistics in a written assignment 
or perhaps an oral presentation. This type of assignment encourages students to use 
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problem-solving skills and collaboration to successfully complete the project. Also, 
plagiarism is rarely an issue because of the open nature of project-based learning 
assignments. 

Why use project-based learning in the classroom? 

Project-based learning encourages students to think analytically and incorporate 
current technologies in their assignments. It also encourages students to use inquiry 
to understand the world around them and construct meaning from their own 
experiences. Project-based learning assignments also do the following: 

Motivate students     The opportunities and freedom in project-based learning 
let students explore issues in more depth, satisfying their innate curiosity in a 
way that traditional learning does not. When students are interested in what 
they're doing, they are often capable of performing at higher levels. 

Encourage advanced thinking skills     Traditional methods of teaching do not 
always address advanced thinking skills. As in the example of the traditional 
state report assignment, students often just rehash information that they have 
read or come across online. With project-based learning, students explore 
issues, solve problems, and collaborate with their peers. Many of the skills 
that students sharpen through project-based learning are exactly those that 
today's employers want. 

Promote collaboration     Students learn how to collaborate with their 
classmates, with students in other classrooms, or with students halfway 
around the world. They can also contact area experts by using e-mail, the 
Internet, and video conferencing. Teamwork and cooperation are keys to 
success in today's information-rich, highly technical work force. 

Teach the latest technologies     Project-based learning activities provide the 
framework for students to tap into their creativity while technology provides 
them with a means to develop solutions. Computers, the Internet, and 
programs like Microsoft Office Word 2003 or Microsoft Office PowerPoint 
2003 can help students conduct research and produce their final products. 

If implemented correctly, project–based learning can be a good model for teachers to 
use with their students. This innovated teaching method encourages students to use 
information, ideas, skills, and multiple intelligences to solve real-world questions and 
problems. As a result, students are usually more engaged and motivated as they 
explore their own interests and make important decisions on their own. 


